(11. Isaiah) To show students that being part of a system contributes its negative consequences even if one does not directly participate in the negative aspects themselves.

1. Have a student set up dominos for chain reaction.  

2. Have one of the students push over the first domino to start the chain reaction.

3. Tell students:


A. These dominos are like a system.  Even though they are separate pieces, they work together as a team.  


B. There are many systems, for example: 



1. The school system (principal, teachers, janitors, cooks, clerks, etc)



2. The court system (judges, defense attorneys, prosecutors, bailiffs, clerks, etc)



3. The social security system



4. The probation system

4. Break students into small groups.  Give them a big piece of paper and tell them:


We are going to have a contest to see which group can think of all the parts of a bus system.  For example, drivers, mechanics and so on.  The group that can think of the most is the winners.



(Give them time to make their lists)

5. Find out which group had the most.  Get their report and tape it to the wall:



(Any good answers will do)

6. Ask the other groups:


Do any of the other groups have parts of a bus system that this group missed?

7. Get their reports and add them to the posted report.

8. If no group mentioned "riders" as being part of the system, ask the group as a whole:


Are riders a part of the system?



(Yes)

9. Award winners.


(Give them some sort of an award)

10. Tell students:


Each person in a system is responsible for their job and if any one of the jobs is not done, the goal will not be accomplished.

11. Set up the dominos again, but take one of them out.  Start it up and watch it stop at the missing piece.

12. Ask the students as a whole:


What would happen to the bus system if:



A. There wasn't someone to hire and fire people




(The system would eventually stop working)



B. No one wrote the paychecks




(The system would eventually stop working)



C. If the buses never got fixed when they broke




(The system would eventually stop working)



D. No one drove the buses




(The system would eventually stop working)



E. There were no riders




(The system would eventually stop working)

13. Tell students:


Now we are going to switch gears a little.  Imagine you know someone who sells guns illegally.  He sold a gun to a guy who then robs a restaurant.  The guy who sold the gun did not know what the robber was going to use it for, but he knew that it was against the law to sell it to him and that all of his customers use the guns he sells them to commit crimes.

14. Give the students HO 1 and ask the each group to answer the questions.

15. Get their reports:

16. Tell the students as a whole:


Next, the guy sold a gun to a man who went into a schoolyard and randomly killed three children.

17. Give students HO 2 and ask them to answer the questions as groups.

18. Get their reports.

19. Show clip from Losing Isaiah from the end of the opening credits until the ambulance leaves. 

20. Give students HO 3 and ask the groups to answer the questions.

21. Show more of Losing Isaiah from the last point until the Doctor says, "see I told you."  Tell them to pay attention to the male doctor.

22. Give students HO 4 and ask them to answer the questions as groups.

23. Get their reports and discuss.

24. Ask students as a whole:


A. Who paid for the ambulance ride?



(Tax payers or consumers)


B. Who paid for the doctor's bills?



(Tax payers or consumers)


D. Who paid the hospital bills?



(Tax payers or consumers) 


E. How much money is lost each year because of thefts and burglaries committed in order to get drug money?



(Maybe billions of dollars)

25. Ask the group as a whole:


Do illegal drugs have a system, with parts and different jobs and everything just like the bus system.



(Yes)

26. Write on the top of the board Grower/Producer and on the bottom User.

27. Ask the students as a whole:


What jobs need to be done between the grower/producer and the user to make the illegal drug system work?  Write answers on the board in the order of their place in the system (if possible):



(Smuggler, distributor, dealer and any other good answer  - include corrupt cops if mentioned)

28. Set up dominos again, but take one of them out.  Start it up and watch it stop at the missing piece.

29. Give the students HO 5 and ask the each group to answer the questions.

30. Get their reports.

A. Is the guy who sold the gun part of a system?  YES     NO       Explain why you think this:

B. How might the guy who sold the gun feel about what happened to the victims of the robbery?

C. How might the people who were robbed at gunpoint feel about the robber?

D. How might the people who were robbed at gunpoint feel about the guy who sold the illegal gun?

E. Looking at it from a systems perspective, how does a different illegal gun customer (not the guy who did the robbery) contribute to the robbery?

HO 1

A. How might the guy who sold the gun feel about what happened to the victims and their families?

B. How might the parents of the dead children feel about the killer?

C. How might the parents of the dead children feel about the guy who sold the illegal gun?

D. How might the guy who sold the illegal gun feel if one of the children killed was his little sister?

E. Looking at it from a systems perspective, how does a different illegal gun customer (not the guy who did the shootings) contribute to the shootings?

HO 2

A. How do you think the mother felt about leaving her baby in the trash?

B. Do you think she planned to have harm come to her son?  What do you believe she was thinking?

C. Was her son harmed regardless of what she intended?

D. Is the harm done to victims less serious because the people who harm them did not intent to do so?

HO 3

 A. The male doctor asked the social worker to "sign off" on Isaiah.  He was asking her to just let the baby die.  What do you think about the doctor?

B. Why do you think he was so callous, so heartless?

C. Do you think he was always so cold hearted?

D. What might he have told himself that made it less hurtful to him that the baby should be allowed to die?

E. How do you think finding a baby in the trash affected the garbage men?

F. How do you think a newspaper story about a baby in the trash affected the readers?

G. Why do these things make the public so angry?

HO 4

A. How might the guy who sold the drugs to Isaiah’s mother feel about Isaiah ending up in the trash?

B. Looking at it from a systems perspective, how do all the people who buy illegal drugs contribute to Isaiah ending up in the trash.

C. What does a person who is part of a hurtful system have to tell themselves in order to continue?

D. How does it hurt a person when they do something that makes them feel bad, but they give themselves reasons why it’s ok?

HO 5

Equipment:

TV/VCR

Set of dominos

Some sort of awards

Movie (Losing Isaiah)

Markers and flip chart

Tape





